
WASHINGTON STATE GOURD SOCIETY 
Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2018 
 

Present in person:  Bev Lavdas, Toni Davenport, Jeannette Stover 
Present via Zoom:  Kathryn Egan, Evie Scribner 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held September 29, 2018, were approved as published. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Kathleen Allison was not in attendance.  The balance in our treasury as of 

October 31, 2018 is $6,533.25.  We need to cut expenses so that we will be able to fund patch 
happenings.  Bev supplied us with copies of three (3) checks she has deposited.  Kathryn asked if WSGS 
had been reimbursed for what we borrowed for our patch class.  Bev replied we need to have our 
Treasurer do that, also the people who were handling registrations, etc. 

 
Old business:    Discussion on the storage unit, which costs us $84/month ($1,008/year) It is now 

very well organized and sorted.  There are enough signs, forms, etc., to set up an event if we get the 
committees.  What is left there needs to be stored.  Kathryn volunteered to take things that will lie flat.  
Diane volunteered to store some things.  We have two boxes of black tablecloths, a box of ribbons, 
some A-boards, stanchions, and office supplies.  We agree it would be best to keep this stuff locally, 
rather than having it spread throughout the state.  Everything that is saleable has been consolidated, so 
we need to get it cleaned out before the end of November.  Jeannette Stover, Toni, Kathryn and Bev 
volunteered.   

 
Sixty-six (66) ballots were sent out via Survey Monkey for our elections, and so far 32 were returned.    

Everyone voted yes for each office since they were unchallenged.   Regarding the Constitutional 
amendment, voting was unanimous in favor.  The changes as written have been passed.   

 
It was agreed we should use Survey Monkey again for future questionnaires to the membership; as 

ten (10) questions are allowed and they could be multiple choice.   
 
Toni asked if we are set up for PayPal for membership renewals.  (PayPal’s fees are 2.9% + $.30 per 

transaction, $2.2% +$.30 per transaction for 501(c)(3) non-profits, and 4.4% + $.30 CAN for Canada .)  
So, for example, our $15.00 membership fee is reduced by $.74, totaling $14.26 for US members using 
PayPal.  If we had 501(c)(3) non-profit status, we would receive $14.37 of the $15.00.  For Canadians the 
amount we receive is $14.04.   

 
We have new insurance that is cost effective; it covers all members having an event endorsed by 

WSGS.   If they are a WSGS patch and someone is injured, our insurance will cover it.  We need 
reminders for membership renewal on Facebook and also on our web page.   

 
There will be no December meeting, so our next meeting will be in January.   Our next meeting will 

be devoted to creating our 2019 WSGS Budget, and is scheduled for  Jan. 26th, (which could be just a 
board meeting via ZOOM).  The main objectives will be a review of our 2018 income and expenditures, 
and to prepare a 2019 budget.  In order to accomplish this, we need to have a complete report from our 
Treasurer, as well as a follow-up on our 2018 membership totals.   

 



Bev reported that she had called each patch leader recently.  As much as we would all like to get 
together, no one wants to face the traffic nightmare through Everett, Seattle, or Tacoma in either 
direction, or across the passes.  Due to the distance between us, most patches are scheduling local 
Christmas parties.  The dates and times were unconfirmed at that time.  Frankie has volunteered to host 
the North Sound Patch Christmas get-together at her home on Tuesday, Dec. 11th, beginning after 10:00 
and ending at 1:00 0’clock. 

 
Kathryn would like more pictures and news for the website.  She requested pictures of your gourd 

creations against a neutral background emailed to her as attachments.  She would prefer to change the 
web page more often, to keep it fresh and interesting.  It was requested that everyone who attended 
one of this year’s workshops send in a photo of your finished class project, so that she could do a 
pictorial for the website.  You can post your work on the WSGS Facebook page.  Reading the news about 
your shows and sales, or ideas and techniques, adds to the interest.  Please share. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


